
 

 
Call To Order - 7:01 pm General and Executive Board Meeting  Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Group Norms and Agreements: We are all volunteers and we try our best 

Everyone is treated with respect. Participation is encouraged – everyone’s input is valuable 

Only one person speaks at a time.  Speak only for yourself It’s OK to disagree respectfully, Keep it polite 

In addition to our usual group norms, Please keep your MIC ON to encourage participation. 

 

Welcome  Thank you for being here 

Attendance  Please be sure your name is correct on ZOOM, so that the secretary can take attendance. 

Minutes Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from NOVEMBER, as published on 
Facebook and the TJ PTA Website. 
Motion - Lindsay WS 
2nd - Becca E 

Mail (Jen A)  ● Thank you note from TJ Staff for dinner during conferences. 
● Checks from Lou Malnati’s and Mrs. Henning. 
● Holiday card from Kona Ice. 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
 

Please continue to use this AirTable link for check requests.  
  
Income: Membership, Interest, Restaurant Night, Holiday Shop, Book Fair 
 
Disbursements: Teacher Appreciation, Donuts w/Grownups, Teacher Reimbursement, 
Holiday Shop, December Social Meeting, Book Fair, Fun Fair Storage 

Principals’ Reports 
Dr. Sasso/ Mr. Olson 

● Why TJ is special - Several activities to engage the staff and students to create 
lasting memories of TJ. 
○ Spirit week 
○ All school sing-a-long 
○ Staff sang to kids as they entered the school and handed out holiday pencils 
○ Tons of other fun activities 

● Construction Update: 
○ Roof is done 
○ Majority of the windows have been installed 
○ The new addition is now heated 
○ The amount of noise is considerable less and that will continue as walls go up 

to build hallways 
○ Library was expanded over winter break, almost doubling the current size 

■ That is the only work that will be done in the existing building until school 
is out 

○ Major work starts as soon as school is out for the year 
● Pine Park is now open and is being used during recess. It gives us a lot of extra 

space. TJ will be getting about 14 sleds for use during recess but not on the hill. 
Users will need to have bike helmets. We will be partnering with the student council 
to create a list of rules for usage and problem solving. 

● We will be looking to host special events where we will be looking for volunteers to 
help the teachers pack up their classrooms. 

● Vision and Hearing screening occurred today, and make-ups will be scheduled 
shortly. 



 

● Starting to talk about Valentine’s Day parties that will be hosted on Wednesday, 
February 14th. Similar to Halloween, parent volunteers can arrive at 1:30pm for set 
up and with parties starting at 1:45pm.  6th grade will be inviting parents to attend. 

● Field trips - We are looking for venues as we are limited to how far we can travel. The 
field trip also needs to fit in with their current class curriculum. 

● Mid year assessments coming up for K and EL students. Other assessments and 
standardized tests will be discussed at the next PTA meeting. 

TJ Staff/Teachers “Report” 
SIGN UP 
 

Today we welcomed the 2nd Grade teacher team and asked them to share their New 
Year’s Resolution. 

● Kelly Courtois - She appreciates all of us always thinking about the teachers and 
staff. Thanks for the Thursday helper days. They are planning their first field trip in 
the spring. They will see “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus” at the Metropolis in 
Arlington Hts. Resolution - She is working on her SLOW evaluator for profession 
development but doesn’t have a personal resolution. 

● Erin Stevens - She is the newest member of the 2nd grade teaching team. Last 
year she was an interventionist working with 2nd grade so this year has been so 
fun. They were about to lock in the field trip the first week of school so that was a 
big win! Resolution - She is learning to play the lava song on the ukulele. 

● Kim Konishi - It is a pleasure to hang with this group. Thank you for what you do. 
From past experiences with her own children, she knows it takes a lot of time and 
effort and the kids and staff appreciate all of it. Resolution - She doesn't have one 
but is taking more yoga classes.  

President’s Report . 

District 15 NWSC Superintendent report.  
- All construction moving forward as planned; there will be a big update at next BOE 

meeting 
- Registration for next school year opens Jan. 30! 

Other Things 
- PTA Convention: if anyone is interested in being a delegate, email Jessica. 3/14 & 

3/16. We are allowed 4 delegates to vote 
- Reflections Showcase 1/29/24 6:30PM at CSJH AND 6:45PM NWSC General 

Membership Meeting - need 4 delegates to attend to meet quorum in order to 
approve nominating committee members 

- Round Table discussion re: assemblies and guest speakers 

Future PTA Events Mon, Jan 15, 2024  No School - MLK 
Tue, Jan 16, 2024  Half Day - Teacher Institute early release at 11:25am 
 
 
Consider importing the TJ PTA Meetings & Events calendar to your calendar of choice 
using this link: 
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=OGIwYWU3ZjE3ODk5MGMyMTkyNGNkNT
ViNWZkNTY1YWJkYjE2ZTVmNGQxZTIwZWI4ZWJhN2UwZDBlMzliMTE2ZEBncm91cC5jY
WxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t 

New Business         . 

Zoom Account ● ZOOM LINK, will be the same link every month after you register. If you missed the 
information that was emailed out earlier, please reach out to Jes or Anne for 
assistance. 

Committee Reports ● Please consider joining a committee.   
● Please reach out to Jes or Anne if you are interested in a committee or would like 

more information. 
Summary of each Committee 

On-Going Business 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1On1ElRF_uY5_Qn4DaiFQjafuO-4OMJpHBV6b4zQn9mg/edit#gid=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hhmGqAPf53ph4y4XX4cTqyv6ASnNbysy/view?usp=drive_link
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=OGIwYWU3ZjE3ODk5MGMyMTkyNGNkNTViNWZkNTY1YWJkYjE2ZTVmNGQxZTIwZWI4ZWJhN2UwZDBlMzliMTE2ZEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=OGIwYWU3ZjE3ODk5MGMyMTkyNGNkNTViNWZkNTY1YWJkYjE2ZTVmNGQxZTIwZWI4ZWJhN2UwZDBlMzliMTE2ZEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=OGIwYWU3ZjE3ODk5MGMyMTkyNGNkNTViNWZkNTY1YWJkYjE2ZTVmNGQxZTIwZWI4ZWJhN2UwZDBlMzliMTE2ZEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=OGIwYWU3ZjE3ODk5MGMyMTkyNGNkNTViNWZkNTY1YWJkYjE2ZTVmNGQxZTIwZWI4ZWJhN2UwZDBlMzliMTE2ZEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXS7SkKdKqHWCxu72qladJmdfG1NMOwG4_J8RBibPX4/edit?usp=sharing


 

  ● Thursday Volunteers- SIGN UP GENIUS  The teachers can use a lot of help, and we 
would love to have the extra hands. There is also an option for some take home 
work each week. 

Committee Reports 

  

Dinner Night Out:  (Katy L) ● Dates all TBD: Lou Malnati’s, Tap House and The Local and ice cream in May 
● Any other suggestions? 

Membership 
(Amanda) 

● Link to Join: https://tjpta.memberhub.com/store?limit=21&live=true 

Windy City Bulls 
(Dominika) 

● Saturday, January 6th @ 7pm - The event was a success. We were able to use the 
deposit that they still had from an event that was canceled due to covid. We 
planned to sell 150 tickets between our 3 elementary schools, and we sold 183.  

● We’ve heard it was a great time from not only TJ families, but families from 
Marion Jordan too. 

SPARK 
Abby  

● Monday 1/22/24 @ 7-830PM 
● ADHD & Executive Function Skills: Making Connections 

○ Beverley Johns, MS from the Learning Disabilities Association of Illinois 
will present. 

○ This session provides an overview of how ADHD impacts Executive 
Function Skills and what parents and educators can do to help children 
with Executive Function skills. These skills are necessary for students and 
adults to function in life and need to be taught from a very early age, from 
the ability to start a task, stay with it, and complete tasks. 

● Virtual Meeting 
○ https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81928047988?pwd=gDWtxzmABpS1NANMs

oMb2q03YNeCjf.1  Or go to Zoom.com and enter 819 2804 7988 as the 
meeting code. 

Holiday Shop 
Becca 

●   Holiday shop was a success. kids had a lot of fun total sales $7,935  

Book Fair 
Mandy M 

● Successful 

Room Reps 
Jennifer H  

● Valentine’s Day Parties are coming up. 
● An email will be going to room reps shortly. 

Social Event ● Our December Social was so much fun!! 
● We came in 4th place in Trivia. 
● We do two socials a year. If you were unable to make this one, please plan to join 

us for another great time in May for our end of year recognition and change over 
meeting where we vote and swear in next year’s PTA board.  

Nominating Committee ● Who’s interested in being on the nominating committee? 
● This group reaches out to parents in the community to get them involved to help 

fill the PTA board positions for next year. 
● We need 5 people on the committee, + 1 alternate. 
● We will also be reaching to the Whitely and Marion Jordan PTAs to help build a 

diverse committee. 
● If you’re interested or know someone who is, please reach out to Jes and Anne. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544A8A629A5FB6-copy#/
https://tjpta.memberhub.com/store?limit=21&live=true
https://tjpta.memberhub.com/store?limit=21&live=true
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81928047988?pwd=gDWtxzmABpS1NANMsoMb2q03YNeCjf.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81928047988?pwd=gDWtxzmABpS1NANMsoMb2q03YNeCjf.1


 

Recognition Brainstorm ● Brainstorming ideas to recognize bus drivers and all TJ staff.  
● We are open to ideas on how and when as well. 
● One suggestion was a little gift card with note for bus drivers. 

Parent Night Out Event ● Who’s interested in a parents’ night out? 
● A suggestion was recently made to go to Morke’s Chocolate for a chocolate 

making party. 
● Please watch for an interest survey. 
● There was also a suggestion to work on setting up some gatherings over the 

summer to help families transitioning to other elementary schools in the district. 

 
Adjournment - 7:55pm 
 
* Next meeting - Tuesday, February 13 @ 7pm (Day early due to Valentine’s Day) 
    
  
2023-25 Bylaws 
 

Date Event 

    

Fri, Jan 12, 2024 Progress Reports (K & 7-8) 

Mon, Jan 15, 2024 No School - MLK 

Tue, Jan 16, 2024 Half Day - Teacher Institute 

Wed, Jan 17, 2024 BOE Meeting 

Mon, Jan 22, 2024 SPARK Event 

Mon, Jan 29, 2024 NWSC Reflections Showcase & General Membership Meeting 

Tue, Jan 30, 2024 Half Day - Teacher Institute 

  

Mon, Feb 5, 2024 NWSC President's Meeting 

Mon, Feb 5, 2024 District Spelling Bee 

Tue, Feb 13, 2024 PTA Meeting 

Wed, Feb 14, 2024 BOE Meeting 

Mon, Feb 19, 2024 No School - Presidents Day 

Tue, Feb 20, 2024 No School - Teacher Plan Day 

Mon, Feb 26, 2024 SPARK Event 

  

Fri, Mar 1, 2024 Progress Reports (1-6) 

Mon, Mar 4, 2024 NWSC President's Meeting 

Wed, Mar 13, 2024 PTA Meeting 

Wed, Mar 13, 2024 BOE Meeting 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BCuxkC-nrx_-XHK_xk8o8jbkvO3SKPU6Sh3E5zIFZD8/edit?usp=drive_link


 

Mon, Mar 18, 2024 SPARK Event 

Mar 25-29, 2024 No School - Spring Break 

  

Mon, Apr 1, 2024 NWSC President's Meeting 

Fri, Apr 5, 2024 Progress Reports (7-8) 

Wed, Apr 10, 2024 PTA Meeting 

Wed, Apr 10, 2024 BOE Meeting 

Mon, Apr 22, 2024 SPARK Event 

  

Fri, May 3, 2024 No School - Teacher Plan day 

Mon, May 6, 2024 NWSC Spring Fling & General Membership Meeting 

Wed, May 8, 2024 PTA Changeover Meeting & Recognition 

Wed, May 8, 2024 BOE Meeting 

Mon, May 20, 2024 NWSC Changeover Meeting 

Thu, May 23, 2024 Last Day (no emergency days); Progress Reports (K-8) 

Mon, May 27, 2024 Memorial Day 

  

Mon, Jun 3, 2024 Last Day (all emergency days used) 

Wed, Jun 12, 2024 BOE Meeting 

 
Attendance: 
Anne Epsom, Jessica Weir,  
Kendall, Mahn, Burns,  


